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Current State and Challenges of UK Surface Engineering

LI Xiao-ying, DONG Han-shan
(University of Birmingham, School of Metallurgical and Materials, Birmingham B15 2TT, UK)

Abstract: Recently, some UK authorities have published their reports on the current state and challenges of UK surface
engineering. This paper briefly overviewed, based on these surveys, the current state, challenges and future opportunities of
UK surface engineering industry. UK surface engineering has been developed rapidly in the last 15 years as evidenced by the
fact that about 70 % of the products have been surface engineered and the market value conferred by UK surface engineering
has increased by more than 2 times. However, the UK surface engineering industry is facing many challenges, such as the
diminishing traditional manufacturing industry, ever—increasing environment standards and the soaring requirements of
sustainable development. It is foreseed that UK surface engineering will make greater impact in airspace, medical devices, new
energy and other high added value market in future.
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